Use of remifentanil in a patient with chronic hepatic failure.
We describe a 73-yr-old woman anaesthetized for a laminectomy. She suffered from hepatic failure with mild encephalopathy complicated by several exacerbations associated with sedative and opioid therapy. The challenge for anaesthesia management was to provide adequate analgesia and avoid causing hepatic encephalopathy during and after the surgery. We used remifentanil to provide intraoperative and postoperative analgesia, because it has a short duration of action and does not require hepatic metabolism. We closely monitored the respiratory and the neurological status throughout the administration and conclude that remifentanil can provide perioperative analgesia in patients at risk of developing hepatic encephalopathy.